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how would you define your 
ideal investment?

something that increases significantly in value? of course. but maybe an investment can offer greater 

rewards as well. something of exceptional quality. something that endures. something handmade, and one 

of a kind. something to treasure. something to share with your family. something that enriches your life 

every day. by that definition, a steinway piano is not only an incomparable musical instrument, but also an 

investment instrument unique in all the world. since 1853, steinway pianos have been handmade to last 

for generations, and do. their longevity and incomparable sound are the product of the artistry and pride 

of steinway craftspeople, who avoid any compromise in time or materials. as a result, while other piano 

brands depreciate in value, steinway pianos have established a history of legendary financial appreciation 

over the course of more than a century and a half. owning a steinway piano is a rare opportunity to invest 

in beauty, craftsmanship, endurance, performance and joy.
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a 50 year old steinway
commands a price 
mORe tHan 9 times
its ORiGinal COst

HistORiCal appReCiatiOn Of
steinway GRand pianOs

times HiGHeR 
tHan 

ORiGinal COst

2.1
pResent value

built 1985

times HiGHeR 
tHan 

ORiGinal COst

9.3

pResent value
built 1960

Actual NY Retail prices for Steinway Model B piano used. 
Other models vary slightly based on model but follow the same overall trend.

Past performance is not a guarantee of future results.



“steinway & sons inhabits a peculiar place in american business.

it lies somewhere beyond the p/l, the Quarterly budgets, 

and the analysts’ calls. it lies in a place where skills and 

craftsmanship almost supersede those worldly worries.”

fORtune, 2003





tHe best time tO invest in a steinway pianO is always tHe same: tOday. tHat’s beCause, wHen faCtORy 
pRiCes Of new steinway pianOs inCRease, tHe value Of existinG steinway pianOs alsO Rise. tHe fOllOwinG 
is a HistORiCal listinG Of pRiCes.

yeaR mOdel b

1900 $1,050

1925 $1,925

1950 $4,475

1975 $8,900

2000           $54,900

2012           $87,500

pianO dimensiOns: 6‘ 10.5“

* nOt in pROduCtiOn duRinG tHese yeaRs.  ** yeaR mOdel a was ReintROduCed.

yeaR mOdel m

1900 *

1925 $1,425

1950 $2,900

1975 $5,920

2000           $37,300

2012           $59,700

pianO dimensiOns: 5‘ 7“

yeaR mOdel d

1900 $1,400

1925 $2,700

1950 $6,900

1975            $13,500

2000           $83,100

2012          $137,400

pianO dimensiOns: 8‘ 11.75“

yeaR mOdel a

1900 $900

1925 $1,850

1950 *

1975 *

2005**        $58,400

2012           $77,400

pianO dimensiOns: 6‘ 2“

yeaR mOdel k

1900 $550

1925 $950

1950 *

1975 *

2000           $19,500

2012           $31,600

pianO dimensiOns: 52“

yeaR mOdel s

1935 $885

1945 $1,524

1950 $2,585

1975 $5,540

2000           $32,400

2012           $54,500

pianO dimensiOns: 5‘ 1“
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reuters, november 2003

“a 10 year old steinway in good 
condition, usually sells for about 75 
percent of the current retail price,
wHiCH GOes up abOut 4 peRCent 
eaCH yeaR.“
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barron’s, november 2010

“over the past decade, the price 
on the classic steinway model b 
grand piano...increased 48%,
faR OutpaCinG tHe 29% Rise in inflatiOn.“
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“in addition to antiQue cars, high-priced grand pianos are also 

becoming a must-have status symbol for china’s newly wealthy. 

as with any segment of china’s luxury market, however, buyers 

aren’t homing in on just any old brand, a fact that has

benefited prominent manufacturers like steinway & sons.”

JinG daily, tHe business Of luxuRy & CultuRe in CHina 

JanuaRy 2013
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DEVOE MOORE
OwnER Of thE $675,000 StEinway OnE-Of-a-kinD

alMa taDEMa RE-cREatiOn (pictuRED Right)
anD OwnER Of thE tallahaSSEE antiquE caR MuSEuM

“tHe ReCORd pRiCe eveR paid fOR 
a pRe-Owned steinway at auCtiOn 
was $1.2m in new yORk in 1997. 
tHe pianO Case Had been deCORated by
tHe famOus aRtist, siR lawRenCe 
alma-tadema, at tHe tuRn Of tHe 
last CentuRy.” - fRedeRiCk winsHip, 2003

“it‘s a heck of a lot 
better investment 
tHan tHe stOCk maRket.“
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“it seems that the media coverage [regarding a steinway 

purchase by bowie state university] of this matter clearly 

documented the advantages of a long-term investment in 

durable and high-Quality istruments.”

tHe JOuRnal Of peRfORminG aRts leadeRsHip in HiGHeR eduCatiOn
vOlume ii – fall 2011

tHe inCOmpaRable sOund and tOuCH Of Handmade steinway pianOs Have 
CReated an insepaRable RelatiOnsHip witH tHe wORld’s mOst Gifted aRtists. 
an astOnisHinG 98% Of tOday’s COnCeRt pianists peRfORm exClusively On 
steinway pianOs, altHOuGH tHey aRe nOt paid tO dO sO.
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fill your home with enjoyment 
tHat nO One Can put a pRiCe On

as any steinway piano owner would tell you, their piano is a treasured member of the family. an intelligent 

financial investment, without question. but also the source of unforgettable moments with family and 

friends. with a steinway in your life, the ability to leave the cares and compromises of the world behind is 

always at your fingertips. we invite you to visit your exclusive steinway piano dealer for a personal presentation 

of handmade steinway pianos, including: 

the legendary collection of recreations of historic steinway pianos;

the art case collection of elaborately decorated masterpieces;

the limited edition collection of commemorative instruments;

the crown jewel collection of prized wood veneers;

and the heirloom collection of extraordinary vintage instruments.

what other investment can promise to be so financially and emotionally rewarding at the same time?



©2013 steinway & sons. steinway, the lyre and the heirloom collection are registered trademarks.

one steinway place, long island city, ny 11105
www.steinway.com
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